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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Do you wonder what kind of Organizing activity takes place in your Local Union at any given time?  Are you 
aware of the many employees not represented by a Union who try and fail to achieve the benefits you enjoy?  
For those of you members that work at Stop and Shop, you never got the opportunity to experience a hard 
fought anti-union campaign from an employer.  You simply got hired at your store, and as per Article 1 (Recog-
nition) and Article 2 (Employment of Union Members) of your (CBA) Union Contract, you seamlessly became 
members of this great Union.

Unfortunately, the majority of workers, including retail workers like you, do not have Union Representation and 
a Contract to protect them.  They work every day, as “AT-WILL” employees, subject to full control by the Boss.  
Every now and then, brave souls step forward with the desire to join the Union.  More often than not, when 
employees try to organize a union for a better and more secure job, employers often fight back strong - in the 
form of union-busting and many times, violate Labor Law.  Union-busting is any action by management to 
prevent employees from exercising their right to organize.  Union busting attorneys train supervisors on what 
to say to persuade workers to vote down a union.  The “cookie cutter” union busting does not change.  Wheth-
er you are a bus driver, a nurse, a tech, or a call center worker, employers will hire union busters who will train 
supervisors in this anti-union script, or “playbook.”  As many of you may have heard President Espinosa say 
repeatedly, the job of the union organizer is one of the toughest in the labor movement.  The Union organizer 
must gain trust and respect from these workers as well as being ready to deal with the many complex situ-
ations that arise such as workers being fired for their Union activity while others are forced to deal with fear, 
threats and intimidation from their employer for simply trying to exercise their rights.

Local 919 is always engaged in one campaign or another trying to grow this Union and help bring justice to 
those workers who need it.  We are currently working hard to organize Bozzuto’s Inc. truck drivers and ware-
house workers.  We invite any of the membership to call us and ask how you can get involved.  There is no 
one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative

UFCW LOCAL 919
ORGANIZING CORNER

February, 2015

Over 70 Years Of Service To Its Members and The Community
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YOU  CAN HELP TO FIND THE CURE FOR LEUKEMIA AND  HAVE FUN!

I I I  IMPORTANT DAY  I I I

•  ALL DAY PICNIC  •
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2015

10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HOLIDAY HILL
Cheshire, CT

 YOUR LOCAL UNION
 SUPPORTS THE
 LEUKEMIA
 RESEARCH 
 FUND

Adults $30.00
Child 3-11 years of age $15.00

Child under 3 years of age--FREE

A portion of your Contribution
Goes to Leukemia Research

SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS AGENT, 
SHOP STEWARD

OR CALL
YOUR UNION OFFICE
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Workers do better in Union Security States like Connecticut
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Michael Calderon
Executive Vice President

As your Union Leadership and Union Representatives visit the membership, one common complaint comes 
up more than any other; Wage Compression.  Have you heard about wage compression?  Wage compression 
refers to the situation where there is only a small difference, or in some cases no difference, in pay between 
employees regardless of their skills, experience or seniority due to the rapid increase of the State of Connecti-
cut Minimum Wage.  Understandably, Union members that have been working for their employer for 5, 7, and 
in some cases 10 years, find that they are now making as much as the new hire walking in the door.  Wage 
compression causes low morale and increased employee turnover.  Your frustration and your voice is heard, but 
let’s take a closer look.

Just a few years ago, the CT minimum wage was $10.10 per hour.  Beginning October 2019, it went to $11, 
September 2020 to $12, and in August 2021 it went to $13 per hour.  In July of 2022 it will be $14 and finally 
in 2023 it will reach $15 per hour.  Currently, there is no legislation to push it beyond $15.  Your Union, and 
your respective employer negotiate annual, and in some cases, bi-annual wage increases on your behalf.  Your 
Union nor your Employer have any control over the minimum wage increases.  However, we must work togeth-
er, cooperatively and creatively to address the wage compression issue.  For those of you who work at Stop & 
Shop when bargaining had ceased and the contract was ratified, there had yet to be any increases signed into 
law.  In early 2019, we heard that pending legislation centered on increased minimum wages, but neither party 
knew when or how much.  That is why the current contract, expiring in February 2022, had only one “compres-
sion bump” in March of 2020 to attempt to increase senior wages prior to any increase in CT’s minimum wage.  
As we prepare for upcoming negotiations with Stop & Shop, Bob’s Furniture, Burlington and Zara, we must find 
creative means to increase the wages of senior employees and separate the wage gap with new employees 
such as wage scales by years of service.  This issue will be addressed, and you will have final say of its accep-
tance.  

Compensation however, is not just about an hourly wage.  Remember, with seniority comes many other guar-
anteed benefits that the new hire will need to wait to earn.  New hires generally do not qualify for a one-year 
raise, they do not earn premium pay on Sundays, vacation pay, personal days, sick leave or holiday pay until 
at least a year.  New hires must wait to vest in your pension and wait to potentially qualify for insurance.   Se-
niority is an important part of being a Union member. Your seniority is usually based on your hire date.  Most 
often, seniority relates to job postings, overtime, and layoffs. Often, overtime will be offered by seniority as well.  

Your Union Leadership understands this is a very important issue to our membership.  If we all work together, 
share ideas rather than criticize, we can work to reverse wage compression.  All it takes is money……..your 
employers’ money!  Solidarity works!  It is ALWAYS better to have a seat at the table otherwise you may be on 
the menu.  Stay safe…..and stay informed.

Fraternally,

Jason Dokla

Secretary-Treasurer

We wish you and your family 
a safe and joyous 
holiday season.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Do you wonder what kind of Organizing activity takes place in your Local Union at any given time?  Are you 
aware of the many employees not represented by a Union who try and fail to achieve the benefits you enjoy?  
For those of you members that work at Stop and Shop, you never got the opportunity to experience a hard 
fought anti-union campaign from an employer.  You simply got hired at your store, and as per Article 1 (Recog-
nition) and Article 2 (Employment of Union Members) of your (CBA) Union Contract, you seamlessly became 
members of this great Union.

Unfortunately, the majority of workers, including retail workers like you, do not have Union Representation and 
a Contract to protect them.  They work every day, as “AT-WILL” employees, subject to full control by the Boss.  
Every now and then, brave souls step forward with the desire to join the Union.  More often than not, when 
employees try to organize a union for a better and more secure job, employers often fight back strong - in the 
form of union-busting and many times, violate Labor Law.  Union-busting is any action by management to 
prevent employees from exercising their right to organize.  Union busting attorneys train supervisors on what 
to say to persuade workers to vote down a union.  The “cookie cutter” union busting does not change.  Wheth-
er you are a bus driver, a nurse, a tech, or a call center worker, employers will hire union busters who will train 
supervisors in this anti-union script, or “playbook.”  As many of you may have heard President Espinosa say 
repeatedly, the job of the union organizer is one of the toughest in the labor movement.  The Union organizer 
must gain trust and respect from these workers as well as being ready to deal with the many complex situ-
ations that arise such as workers being fired for their Union activity while others are forced to deal with fear, 
threats and intimidation from their employer for simply trying to exercise their rights.

Local 919 is always engaged in one campaign or another trying to grow this Union and help bring justice to 
those workers who need it.  We are currently working hard to organize Bozzuto’s Inc. truck drivers and ware-
house workers.  We invite any of the membership to call us and ask how you can get involved.  There is no 
one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative
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From your Executive Board and your fellow workers ofUnited Food and Commercial Workers Union, Local 919From your Executive Board and your fellow workers 
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Michael Calderon
Executive Vice PresidentSummer Greetings!  Do you ever wonder, “what does my Union do?”  Do you wonder, “how are my 

membership fees utilized?”  Your Union is a progressive organization, constantly working hard in different 
ways on behalf of its’ membership.  So, what does your Union do?  We negotiate and enforce your contracts.  
We service the membership and settle your grievances.  We organize!  We fundraise and/or donate to worthy 
causes.  We prepare necessary paperwork, especially in preparation for arbitrations.  Local 919 holds 
meetings in different platforms, with the goal of listening and keeping you informed.  We support and fight 
for fair legislation designed to protect and promote worker rights.  Your Union furnishes legal protection, 
and we always act in your interest with the community as well as the employers.  We continually strive for 
compensation that is fair and equitable with individual dignity for each worker.  We act as Labor Trustees on 
both your Pension Plan and Health and Welfare plan to safeguard and protect such important benefits.     

How are your membership fees utilized?  Your fees go to the Union Office mortgage and necessary 
equipment and maintenance.  Affiliation fees to different labor organizations that work together to promote 
your welfare.  Your membership pays for the salaries of Leadership, representatives and office staff.  Your 
membership fees pay for printing, postage, educational materials, Labor Board and Arbitration expenses, as 
well as other legal expenses, organizing activities, negotiation expenses and scholarships.    

Local 919 is very busy renegotiating your contracts, as the members at Arett Sales Inc. in Bristol, and the 
Community Renewal Team (CRT) in Hartford have just experienced.  We are preparing for negotiations with 
Bob’s Discount Furniture, Burlington Coat Factory, and Stop & Shop.  We are also currently bargaining a first 
contract for the newest organized Members of Local 919 at Zara clothing stores in Norwalk and Greenwich.  
Your Union files and settles hundreds of grievances per year. 

Local 919 is actively involved with the state legislature, lobbying lawmakers and the Governor for things 
such as combat pay as well as being on the forefront of efforts to organize the “growing” cannabis industry 
here in Connecticut.  We cannot and will not support those elected officials that don’t support our essential 
members.  Although we have always felt that our members are essential, it took a pandemic for your 
customers and elected officials to see that for themselves.

Local 919 is ALWAYS looking for members who desire to get more involved in your Union, to assist in 
organizing activities and endeavors all aimed at making us stronger.  Thank you for the hard work that you 
do for your Employer and those that you serve.  Safeguard your contracts.  Report violations and grievances 
right away.  President Espinosa and I hope that all of you and your loved ones enjoy a fun, safe summer.  It 
always remains a true privilege and honor to be your representatives.

In Solidarity,

Jason Dokla
Secretary-Treasurer
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FOR ADDITIONAL SERVICES

DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT YOUR UNION OFFICE. 
If you have a problem pertaining to your job or any

problems where you feel your Union Office can help.

PHONE CALLS            LOCAL         LONG DISTANCE
Union Office ............... 860-677-9333 ............ 1-800-842-2215

Health & Welfare and Pension Office
Health & Welfare ........ 860-470-8551 ............ 1-888-750-1092
Pension Office  .......... 860-677-8671  ........... 1-800-842-2214
Credit Union  ................................................ 1-800-225-3609
 
 www.ufcw919.org ......................union@ufcw919.org

Health & Welfare and Pension Office
Health & Welfare ........ 860-470-8551 .............1-888-750-1092
Pension Office  .......... 860-677-8671  ............1-800-842-2214
Credit Union  .................................................1-877-696-3876
 
 www.ufcw919.org ......................union@ufcw919.org



Legislative Update
State Senator Jorge Cabrera

Brothers and sisters, it is my honor to serve you as a Business Representative for our Local. As some of you may 
know, I was elected to the Connecticut General Assembly this past fall 2020 serving district 17th which encom-
passes the towns of Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Bethany, Derby, Hamden, Naugatuck and Woodbridge. Many of 
you supported me and I truly appreciate it. I am one of only two current union members serving in the State 
Senate and the only UFCW member. 

This past legislative session was very productive and we invested a record amount of funding towards Edu-
cation, Health Care, Voting Rights, the Environment and making our Economy fairer and more competitive. 
On the budget front we passed a bi-partisan two-year budget totaling $42.46 billion: $20.8 billion in 2022 
and $21.66 billion in 2023. Despite severe pressure on our state’s finances, we managed to keep our budget 
focused on what matters, and maxed out our Rainy Day Fund (the states emergency savings account) which 
currently tops over $3 billion. Additionally, our fiscal discipline will allow us to pay more than $1 billion to pay 
down our unfunded legacy debt saving taxpayers millions of dollars in the coming years.  Additionally, we re-
ceived a total of $2.8 billion in American Rescue Funds from the federal government which enables us to help 
families and communities hurt by the coronavirus pandemic. 

I also worked collaboratively with my colleagues to make sure that our historic cannabis bill included strong 
provisions (know as Labor Peace Agreements) to allow workers to join a union without interference from their 
employer. As the cannabis industry grows in Connecticut, I fought hard to make sure the rules of this new 
market protected workers rights to collectively bargain for good pay and benefits. We also passed new laws to 
strengthen prevailing wages in the construction industry and helped public sector unions protect their mem-
bers.

As always, it is my pleasure and honor to represent you and I look forward to continuing the struggle for work-
er’s rights in the Connecticut State Senate. 

In Solidarity,

Senator Jorge Cabrera
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Do you wonder what kind of Organizing activity takes place in your Local Union at any given time?  Are you 
aware of the many employees not represented by a Union who try and fail to achieve the benefits you enjoy?  
For those of you members that work at Stop and Shop, you never got the opportunity to experience a hard 
fought anti-union campaign from an employer.  You simply got hired at your store, and as per Article 1 (Recog-
nition) and Article 2 (Employment of Union Members) of your (CBA) Union Contract, you seamlessly became 
members of this great Union.

Unfortunately, the majority of workers, including retail workers like you, do not have Union Representation and 
a Contract to protect them.  They work every day, as “AT-WILL” employees, subject to full control by the Boss.  
Every now and then, brave souls step forward with the desire to join the Union.  More often than not, when 
employees try to organize a union for a better and more secure job, employers often fight back strong - in the 
form of union-busting and many times, violate Labor Law.  Union-busting is any action by management to 
prevent employees from exercising their right to organize.  Union busting attorneys train supervisors on what 
to say to persuade workers to vote down a union.  The “cookie cutter” union busting does not change.  Wheth-
er you are a bus driver, a nurse, a tech, or a call center worker, employers will hire union busters who will train 
supervisors in this anti-union script, or “playbook.”  As many of you may have heard President Espinosa say 
repeatedly, the job of the union organizer is one of the toughest in the labor movement.  The Union organizer 
must gain trust and respect from these workers as well as being ready to deal with the many complex situ-
ations that arise such as workers being fired for their Union activity while others are forced to deal with fear, 
threats and intimidation from their employer for simply trying to exercise their rights.

Local 919 is always engaged in one campaign or another trying to grow this Union and help bring justice to 
those workers who need it.  We are currently working hard to organize Bozzuto’s Inc. truck drivers and ware-
house workers.  We invite any of the membership to call us and ask how you can get involved.  There is no 
one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative

UFCW LOCAL 919
ORGANIZING CORNER

February, 2015
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YOU  CAN HELP TO FIND THE CURE FOR LEUKEMIA AND  HAVE FUN!

I I I  IMPORTANT DAY  I I I

•  ALL DAY PICNIC  •
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2015

10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HOLIDAY HILL
Cheshire, CT

 YOUR LOCAL UNION
 SUPPORTS THE
 LEUKEMIA
 RESEARCH 
 FUND

Adults $30.00
Child 3-11 years of age $15.00

Child under 3 years of age--FREE

A portion of your Contribution
Goes to Leukemia Research
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SHOP STEWARD

OR CALL
YOUR UNION OFFICE
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Sunday, August 13, 2017
10:00 A.M to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HIGH MEADOW
NORTH GRANBY CT  - (New Location)

Tickets limited to 500

Workers do better in Union Security States like Connecticut

October 2017September 2019

MARK A. ESPINOSA
President

JASON DOKLA
Secretary-Treasurer

Dear Members,

It comes with great honor and privilege that I can report President Mark A. Espinosa, along with the Executive 
Board has appointed me to fulfill the roll of your Secretary-Treasurer for the remainder of James R. Wallace 
Jr.’s term.  As many of you may know, James has retired after 32 years of dedicated service to this Union and its’ 
Membership.  I congratulate and wish him well on his new adventures in life.  

As I transition into my new roll, I will work hard to continue Mr. Wallace’s diligence and prudence in matters 
of Union finances as well as Member representation.  In my 18 years working at Local 919, we have come a long 
way at improving the lives of our members and their families, but much work still needs to be done.  Those out 
to destroy organized labor and take away your democratic right to join and support your Union will never rest.  
The “Right-to-Work” anti-labor groups are still alive always pushing their anti-worker agenda.  Unions give 
workers the power to improve their workplaces, and have a long history of creating lasting, progressive chang-
es.  Those who do not belong to a Union, would rather you lose it, than fight to gain it for themselves.  We must 
always be on guard.  We must protect our Union Contracts and enforce them whenever possible.  As Sisters and 
Brothers, we should stand tall and strive to bring economic justice to the workplace and social justice to our 
communities.  

I am humbled with President Espinosa’s trust and faith in me.  I have always admired Mark’s leadership and 
appreciated his friendship and loyalty.  Together, along with the hardworking representatives and staff at Local 
919, we will continue to work hard for you.  I look forward to seeing you all in your workplace, on a picket line 
or talking to workers desiring to join our Union.  

In Solidarity,

Jason Dokla
UFCW Local 919
Secretary-Treasurer 
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UNITED FOOD & COMMERCIAL WORKERS’ UNION
LOCAL 919 AND CONTRIBUTING EMPLOYERS’

FOOD PENSION FUND
6 Hyde Road, 2nd Floor • Farmington, CT 06032-2830

Telephone: (860) 677-8118
Outside Local Dialing Area 1-800-842-2214

 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE 

To Participants of the 

UNITED FOOD AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS’ UNION LOCAL 919 & 

CONTRIBUTING EMPLOYERS’ FOOD PENSION PLAN 
 
 
An application is to be made to the Internal Revenue Service for an advance determination on the 
qualification of the following employee pension benefit plan: 
 
Name of plan:     United Food and Commercial Workers’ Union 
      Local 919 & Contributing Employers’ Food  
      Pension Plan 

Plan number:     001 
 
Name and address of applicant:   Board of Trustees 
      United Food and Commercial Workers’ Union Local  
      919 & Contributing Employers’ Food    
      Pension Plan 
      6 Hyde Road, Second Floor 
      Farmington, CT 06032-2830 

Applicant EIN:     06-1065206 
 
Name and address of plan administrator:  Board of Trustees 
      United Food and Commercial Workers’ Union Local  
      919 & Contributing Employers’ Food    
      Pension Plan 
      6 Hyde Road, Second Floor 
      Farmington, CT 06032-2830 
 
 
The application will be filed on September 15, 2014 for an advance determination as to whether the plan 
meets the qualification requirements of section 401 or 403(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, with 
respect to the plan's restatement . 
 
The application will be filed with: 
 

Internal Revenue Service 
EP Determinations 
P.O. Box 12192 
Covington, KY 41012-0192 
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