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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Do you wonder what kind of Organizing activity takes place in your Local Union at any given time?  Are you 
aware of the many employees not represented by a Union who try and fail to achieve the benefits you enjoy?  
For those of you members that work at Stop and Shop, you never got the opportunity to experience a hard 
fought anti-union campaign from an employer.  You simply got hired at your store, and as per Article 1 (Recog-
nition) and Article 2 (Employment of Union Members) of your (CBA) Union Contract, you seamlessly became 
members of this great Union.

Unfortunately, the majority of workers, including retail workers like you, do not have Union Representation and 
a Contract to protect them.  They work every day, as “AT-WILL” employees, subject to full control by the Boss.  
Every now and then, brave souls step forward with the desire to join the Union.  More often than not, when 
employees try to organize a union for a better and more secure job, employers often fight back strong - in the 
form of union-busting and many times, violate Labor Law.  Union-busting is any action by management to 
prevent employees from exercising their right to organize.  Union busting attorneys train supervisors on what 
to say to persuade workers to vote down a union.  The “cookie cutter” union busting does not change.  Wheth-
er you are a bus driver, a nurse, a tech, or a call center worker, employers will hire union busters who will train 
supervisors in this anti-union script, or “playbook.”  As many of you may have heard President Espinosa say 
repeatedly, the job of the union organizer is one of the toughest in the labor movement.  The Union organizer 
must gain trust and respect from these workers as well as being ready to deal with the many complex situ-
ations that arise such as workers being fired for their Union activity while others are forced to deal with fear, 
threats and intimidation from their employer for simply trying to exercise their rights.

Local 919 is always engaged in one campaign or another trying to grow this Union and help bring justice to 
those workers who need it.  We are currently working hard to organize Bozzuto’s Inc. truck drivers and ware-
house workers.  We invite any of the membership to call us and ask how you can get involved.  There is no 
one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative

UFCW LOCAL 919
ORGANIZING CORNER

February, 2015

Over 70 Years Of Service To Its Members and The Community
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YOU  CAN HELP TO FIND THE CURE FOR LEUKEMIA AND  HAVE FUN!

I I I  IMPORTANT DAY  I I I

•  ALL DAY PICNIC  •
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2015

10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HOLIDAY HILL
Cheshire, CT

 YOUR LOCAL UNION
 SUPPORTS THE
 LEUKEMIA
 RESEARCH 
 FUND

Adults $30.00
Child 3-11 years of age $15.00

Child under 3 years of age--FREE

A portion of your Contribution
Goes to Leukemia Research

SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS AGENT, 
SHOP STEWARD

OR CALL
YOUR UNION OFFICE
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Sunday, August 13, 2017
10:00 A.M to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HIGH MEADOW
NORTH GRANBY CT  - (New Location)

Tickets limited to 500

Workers do better in Union Security States like Connecticut

October 2017October 2020
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President
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Michael Calderon
Executive Vice PresidentFor most of us, 2020 is a year that we want to quickly put behind us.  We hope for you, your family, and your 

friends that you remain healthy in mind, body and spirit.  Unfortunately, the pain and stress that you all have 
been feeling because of COVID-19 has been made worse by the current political turmoil.  During all of this, our 
Membership has fought through and continued to work.  Local 919 members show up every day.  You serve your 
customers stocking and selling essential groceries, clothing, and furniture.  You have unselfishly worked hard in 
your warehouse and you serve your communities by preparing, serving and delivering meals to school children, 
their families and those in need.  Our Union has never been stronger.  Working with our International Union 
and the CT State AFL-CIO, we continue to lobby state and national leaders for strong legislation to protect the 
health of all workers and find solutions to the significant challenges ahead.  The UFCW has since launched the 
National Hazard Pay Campaign calling on the country’s leading grocery companies just like yours to reinstate 
hazard pay.  Our country, not to mention our entire world is being re-shaped by these tumultuous times.  During 
this pandemic, we continued to file and process hundreds of grievances per month, handle necessary arbitrations 
and re-negotiate expiring contracts.

Earlier in the year, President Mark A. Espinosa decided to move our regularly scheduled Membership meetings 
to an online social media venue.  Mark also felt the need to hold more online “live” meetings beyond the quarter-
ly meetings to communicate quickly, important information, but also so that he can hear from you.  Although we 
look forward to getting back to “in-person” meetings, this change has proven invaluable because so many more 
of you are able to be involved in your Union like never before. 

If you have not had an opportunity to support your Local Union’s efforts to raise money for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society by purchasing your Local 919 face mask, there is still time to do so.  Even amid this pandem-
ic, your Union still remains committed to our combined efforts to help fund continued research to find a cure.  
Contact your Business Agent or call the Union Office to donate to such an important cause and receive your 
Union Made mask with our Local’s logo.

Under President Espinosa’s experience and guidance, I am dedicated to the financial health of our Local Union, 
and it remains strong.  Mark and myself have never felt more honor and pride to lead this Union and represent 
this membership.  The Business Agents are always a phone call away, ready to quickly and efficiently handle any 
issues that may arise.  When we stick together and work together, we can accomplish what we set our minds to.  
Let’s take care of each other.  We are each other’s greatest strength.  That is Solidarity! 

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Jason Dokla
Secretary-Treasurer
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ATTENTION 
Union Members

UFCW
LOCAL 919
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

DOUBLE TREE 
by Hilton

42 Century Dr., 
�������� �� �����
7:00 P.M.

MEETING NOTICE

Monday, March 27, 2017 
Monday, June 26, 2017

JULY & AUGUST  - NO MEETINGS
Monday, September 25, 2017 
Monday, December 18, 2017

HAMPTON INN
ENFIELD, CT
7:00 PM

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

COURTYARD MARRIOTT
ORANGE, CT
7:00 PM

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

REGIONAL MEETINGS

All Regional Meetings
are at 7:00 p.m.

UFCWLOCAL 919
Notice of Nominations of Officers

, July , 201

Nominations will be held from:
10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.
5:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

OFFICERS TO BE NOMINATED:
PRESIDENT

SECRETARY-TREASURER
RECORDER

6 Vice President - each numerically designated for
nomination and election purposes.

(Vice President No. 1, Vice President No. 2 etc.)

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR NOMINEES
Must be active member of �ocal 919 who had either,
• Continuous active membership in Local 919 since

July 2015.
• Continuous active membership in UFCW since

July 2014. 

ATTENTION
Union Members

Monday, March 23, 2020
Monday, June 22, 2020

JULY & AUGUST - NO MEETINGS
Monday, September 28, 2020
Monday, December 14, 2020

REGIONAL MEETINGS

Monday, April 20, 2020

TRUMBULL MARRIOTT
180 Hawley Lane

Trumbull, CT 06611
7:00 P.M.

Monday, October 19, 2020

Hampton Inn Groton
300 Long Hill Road
Groton, CT 06340

7:00 P.M.

ATTENTION
Union Members

If you are a senior member at 
your job, lend a helping hand to 
new members. 

Tallk about Your Union Proudly 
and urge new members to at-
tend Union meetings.
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change the world.  -  Nelson Mandela

Why should we get involved?  Why should my child learn about what happened to 
workers a hundred years ago?  If these children don’t understand and 

appreciate the struggles of their parents, grandparents, and great - grandparents, 
they may be doomed to fight the same battles over again.

 - Fred Kaltenstein, labor educator
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U.F.C.W. Local 919 Scholarship Forms
Check the web site for printable forms.

Your Business Agent will also have them available 

You can also request via a phone call or email to the union.
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Announcing 2020 - 2021 Scholarship
EMMA	GIBBONS	-	MEMBER	STORE	#675	-	COASTAL	CAROLINA	UNIVERSITY	

	

MADISON	ADAMS-	DAUGHTER	OF	DIANE	ADAMS	STORE	#615	-	BAY	PATH	UNIVERSITY	

	

OWEN	CORBETT-	SON	OF	STEPHEN	CORBETT	STORE	#616	–	UNIVERSITY	OF	CONNECTICUT	

	

MATTHEW	VOLAND	–	SON	OF	JAMES	VOLAND	STORE	#689	AND	KATHLEEN	VOLAND	STORE	#682	

UNIVERSITY	OF	CONNECTICUT	

	

ABIGAIL	VARGA	–	DAUGHTER	OF	PAUL	VARGA	STORE	#644	–	UNIVERSITY	OF	CONNECTICUT	

	

CLARITA	BEDOYA	–	MEMBER	STORE	#685	-	TEMPLE	UNIVERSITY	

	

ASHLEY	MERRITT	–	DAUGHTER	OF	JOHN	MERRITT	STORE	#653	–	UNIVERSITY	OF	CONNECTICUT	

	

JULIA	ROBBINS	–	DAUGHTER	OF	JEFFREY	ROBBINS	STORE	#624	–	UNIVERSITY	OF	RHODE	ISLAND	

	

JOSEPH	BALDINO	–	SON	OF	MICHELE	MANZO	STORE	#648	–	GEORGIA	INSTITUTE	&	TECHNOLOGY	

	

RICHARD	GRACY	–	SON	OF	ALISON	GRACY	STORE	#604	–	POST	UNIVERSITY	

	

MANUEL	GONZALEZ	–	SON	OF	MICHELE	EDGEWORTH	STORE	#629	-	SPRINGFIELD	COLLEGE	

	

ZACHARIAH	KABUSK	–	MEMBER	STORE	#695	–	NAUGATUCK	VALLEY	COMMUNITY	COLLEGE	

	



All of our lives have dramatically changed since March of this year.  In 
a matter of a few short months since the beginning of 2020 we went 
from carefree everyday life to a major pandemic with everyone feeling 
like our lives were in danger.

Prior to March we could go to movies, have dinner in a restaurant or get 
on an airplane and fly somewhere else, now suddenly that all feels like 
a distant memory.

We have also had a change in the way we work.  We now have to wear 
masks, gloves and sanitize everything we touch and maintain social 
distance from everyone that we worked side by side with for years.  It  
regrettably has become a strange new world.

Trying to meet with members during this time has been unusual to say 
the least.  Doing meetings virtually has added a different twist to an 
already stressful process.

I am old school; I prefer to meet people face to face.  I want to look 
across the table at the other side and argue my point while not dealing 
with technology glitches.

We had to do membership meetings via Facebook and from my 
perspective, I would rather be there with you in the room looking you 
in the eye and speaking with you directly.

Now none of us are sure how long this pandemic will last but if I could 
stress one thing to you it would be this, STAND STRONG  TOGETHER.

It is times like these that employers try to pick us apart and create 
divisions within the ranks.  In some situations, due to COVID, it has 
become more and more difficult for your Union Representatives to visit 
you in your worksite.  Remember, your Union Representative is only a 
phone call away if you need them.

I have always been extremely proud to serve as your President, but at 
no time have I been more proud as I have been these past few months.  
The strength with which you all work and preserve only reinforces my 
belief that I represent the finest workers in their respective industries.

Stay Strong Together.

We wish you and your family 
a safe and joyous 
holiday season.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Do you wonder what kind of Organizing activity takes place in your Local Union at any given time?  Are you 
aware of the many employees not represented by a Union who try and fail to achieve the benefits you enjoy?  
For those of you members that work at Stop and Shop, you never got the opportunity to experience a hard 
fought anti-union campaign from an employer.  You simply got hired at your store, and as per Article 1 (Recog-
nition) and Article 2 (Employment of Union Members) of your (CBA) Union Contract, you seamlessly became 
members of this great Union.

Unfortunately, the majority of workers, including retail workers like you, do not have Union Representation and 
a Contract to protect them.  They work every day, as “AT-WILL” employees, subject to full control by the Boss.  
Every now and then, brave souls step forward with the desire to join the Union.  More often than not, when 
employees try to organize a union for a better and more secure job, employers often fight back strong - in the 
form of union-busting and many times, violate Labor Law.  Union-busting is any action by management to 
prevent employees from exercising their right to organize.  Union busting attorneys train supervisors on what 
to say to persuade workers to vote down a union.  The “cookie cutter” union busting does not change.  Wheth-
er you are a bus driver, a nurse, a tech, or a call center worker, employers will hire union busters who will train 
supervisors in this anti-union script, or “playbook.”  As many of you may have heard President Espinosa say 
repeatedly, the job of the union organizer is one of the toughest in the labor movement.  The Union organizer 
must gain trust and respect from these workers as well as being ready to deal with the many complex situ-
ations that arise such as workers being fired for their Union activity while others are forced to deal with fear, 
threats and intimidation from their employer for simply trying to exercise their rights.

Local 919 is always engaged in one campaign or another trying to grow this Union and help bring justice to 
those workers who need it.  We are currently working hard to organize Bozzuto’s Inc. truck drivers and ware-
house workers.  We invite any of the membership to call us and ask how you can get involved.  There is no 
one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative
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ORGANIZING CORNER

February, 2015
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Do you wonder what kind of Organizing activity takes place in your Local Union at any given time?  Are you 
aware of the many employees not represented by a Union who try and fail to achieve the benefits you enjoy?  
For those of you members that work at Stop and Shop, you never got the opportunity to experience a hard 
fought anti-union campaign from an employer.  You simply got hired at your store, and as per Article 1 (Recog-
nition) and Article 2 (Employment of Union Members) of your (CBA) Union Contract, you seamlessly became 
members of this great Union.

Unfortunately, the majority of workers, including retail workers like you, do not have Union Representation and 
a Contract to protect them.  They work every day, as “AT-WILL” employees, subject to full control by the Boss.  
Every now and then, brave souls step forward with the desire to join the Union.  More often than not, when 
employees try to organize a union for a better and more secure job, employers often fight back strong - in the 
form of union-busting and many times, violate Labor Law.  Union-busting is any action by management to 
prevent employees from exercising their right to organize.  Union busting attorneys train supervisors on what 
to say to persuade workers to vote down a union.  The “cookie cutter” union busting does not change.  Wheth-
er you are a bus driver, a nurse, a tech, or a call center worker, employers will hire union busters who will train 
supervisors in this anti-union script, or “playbook.”  As many of you may have heard President Espinosa say 
repeatedly, the job of the union organizer is one of the toughest in the labor movement.  The Union organizer 
must gain trust and respect from these workers as well as being ready to deal with the many complex situ-
ations that arise such as workers being fired for their Union activity while others are forced to deal with fear, 
threats and intimidation from their employer for simply trying to exercise their rights.

Local 919 is always engaged in one campaign or another trying to grow this Union and help bring justice to 
those workers who need it.  We are currently working hard to organize Bozzuto’s Inc. truck drivers and ware-
house workers.  We invite any of the membership to call us and ask how you can get involved.  There is no 
one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative
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one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative
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MARK A. ESPINOSA
President

JASON DOKLA
Secretary-Treasurer

Dear Members,

It comes with great honor and privilege that I can report President Mark A. Espinosa, along with the Executive 
Board has appointed me to fulfill the roll of your Secretary-Treasurer for the remainder of James R. Wallace 
Jr.’s term.  As many of you may know, James has retired after 32 years of dedicated service to this Union and its’ 
Membership.  I congratulate and wish him well on his new adventures in life.  

As I transition into my new roll, I will work hard to continue Mr. Wallace’s diligence and prudence in matters 
of Union finances as well as Member representation.  In my 18 years working at Local 919, we have come a long 
way at improving the lives of our members and their families, but much work still needs to be done.  Those out 
to destroy organized labor and take away your democratic right to join and support your Union will never rest.  
The “Right-to-Work” anti-labor groups are still alive always pushing their anti-worker agenda.  Unions give 
workers the power to improve their workplaces, and have a long history of creating lasting, progressive chang-
es.  Those who do not belong to a Union, would rather you lose it, than fight to gain it for themselves.  We must 
always be on guard.  We must protect our Union Contracts and enforce them whenever possible.  As Sisters and 
Brothers, we should stand tall and strive to bring economic justice to the workplace and social justice to our 
communities.  

I am humbled with President Espinosa’s trust and faith in me.  I have always admired Mark’s leadership and 
appreciated his friendship and loyalty.  Together, along with the hardworking representatives and staff at Local 
919, we will continue to work hard for you.  I look forward to seeing you all in your workplace, on a picket line 
or talking to workers desiring to join our Union.  

In Solidarity,

Jason Dokla
UFCW Local 919
Secretary-Treasurer 
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UNITED FOOD & COMMERCIAL WORKERS’ UNION
LOCAL 919 AND CONTRIBUTING EMPLOYERS’

FOOD PENSION FUND
6 Hyde Road, 2nd Floor • Farmington, CT 06032-2830

Telephone: (860) 677-8118
Outside Local Dialing Area 1-800-842-2214

 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE 

To Participants of the 

UNITED FOOD AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS’ UNION LOCAL 919 & 

CONTRIBUTING EMPLOYERS’ FOOD PENSION PLAN 
 
 
An application is to be made to the Internal Revenue Service for an advance determination on the 
qualification of the following employee pension benefit plan: 
 
Name of plan:     United Food and Commercial Workers’ Union 
      Local 919 & Contributing Employers’ Food  
      Pension Plan 

Plan number:     001 
 
Name and address of applicant:   Board of Trustees 
      United Food and Commercial Workers’ Union Local  
      919 & Contributing Employers’ Food    
      Pension Plan 
      6 Hyde Road, Second Floor 
      Farmington, CT 06032-2830 

Applicant EIN:     06-1065206 
 
Name and address of plan administrator:  Board of Trustees 
      United Food and Commercial Workers’ Union Local  
      919 & Contributing Employers’ Food    
      Pension Plan 
      6 Hyde Road, Second Floor 
      Farmington, CT 06032-2830 
 
 
The application will be filed on September 15, 2014 for an advance determination as to whether the plan 
meets the qualification requirements of section 401 or 403(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, with 
respect to the plan's restatement . 
 
The application will be filed with: 
 

Internal Revenue Service 
EP Determinations 
P.O. Box 12192 
Covington, KY 41012-0192 
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      6 Hyde Road, Second Floor 
      Farmington, CT 06032-2830 
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meets the qualification requirements of section 401 or 403(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, with 
respect to the plan's restatement . 
 
The application will be filed with: 
 

Internal Revenue Service 
EP Determinations 
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