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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Do you wonder what kind of Organizing activity takes place in your Local Union at any given time?  Are you 
aware of the many employees not represented by a Union who try and fail to achieve the benefits you enjoy?  
For those of you members that work at Stop and Shop, you never got the opportunity to experience a hard 
fought anti-union campaign from an employer.  You simply got hired at your store, and as per Article 1 (Recog-
nition) and Article 2 (Employment of Union Members) of your (CBA) Union Contract, you seamlessly became 
members of this great Union.

Unfortunately, the majority of workers, including retail workers like you, do not have Union Representation and 
a Contract to protect them.  They work every day, as “AT-WILL” employees, subject to full control by the Boss.  
Every now and then, brave souls step forward with the desire to join the Union.  More often than not, when 
employees try to organize a union for a better and more secure job, employers often fight back strong - in the 
form of union-busting and many times, violate Labor Law.  Union-busting is any action by management to 
prevent employees from exercising their right to organize.  Union busting attorneys train supervisors on what 
to say to persuade workers to vote down a union.  The “cookie cutter” union busting does not change.  Wheth-
er you are a bus driver, a nurse, a tech, or a call center worker, employers will hire union busters who will train 
supervisors in this anti-union script, or “playbook.”  As many of you may have heard President Espinosa say 
repeatedly, the job of the union organizer is one of the toughest in the labor movement.  The Union organizer 
must gain trust and respect from these workers as well as being ready to deal with the many complex situ-
ations that arise such as workers being fired for their Union activity while others are forced to deal with fear, 
threats and intimidation from their employer for simply trying to exercise their rights.

Local 919 is always engaged in one campaign or another trying to grow this Union and help bring justice to 
those workers who need it.  We are currently working hard to organize Bozzuto’s Inc. truck drivers and ware-
house workers.  We invite any of the membership to call us and ask how you can get involved.  There is no 
one better to talk to a non-union worker than a Local 919 member.  See firsthand the difficulties we face as 
well as the hard fought successes.

Fraternally,
Jason Dokla
Director of Organizing
And Union Representative

UFCW LOCAL 919
ORGANIZING CORNER

February, 2015
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YOU  CAN HELP TO FIND THE CURE FOR LEUKEMIA AND  HAVE FUN!

I I I  IMPORTANT DAY  I I I

•  ALL DAY PICNIC  •
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2015

10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HOLIDAY HILL
Cheshire, CT

 YOUR LOCAL UNION
 SUPPORTS THE
 LEUKEMIA
 RESEARCH 
 FUND

Adults $30.00
Child 3-11 years of age $15.00

Child under 3 years of age--FREE

A portion of your Contribution
Goes to Leukemia Research

SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS AGENT, 
SHOP STEWARD

OR CALL
YOUR UNION OFFICE

UN ITED FOOD AND COMMERC IAL WORKERS UN ION

U.F.C.W.
6 Hyde Road • Farmington, Connecticut 06032-2802 • Tel. 860-677-9333

Outside Local Dialing Area 1-800-842-2215
www.ufcw919.org

L O C A L 9 1 9

Over 70 Years Of Service To Its Members

MARK A. ESPINOSA
President

JAMES R. WALLACE, JR.
Secretary-Treasurer

YOU  CAN HELP TO FIND THE CURE FOR LEUKEMIA AND  HAVE FUN!

I I I  IMPORTANT DAY  I I I

•  ALL DAY PICNIC  •
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2015

10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HOLIDAY HILL
Cheshire, CT

 YOUR LOCAL UNION
 SUPPORTS THE
 LEUKEMIA
 RESEARCH 
 FUND

Adults $30.00
Child 3-11 years of age $15.00

Child under 3 years of age--FREE

A portion of your Contribution
Goes to Leukemia Research

SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS AGENT, 
SHOP STEWARD

OR CALL
YOUR UNION OFFICE

UN ITED FOOD AND COMMERC IAL WORKERS UN ION

U.F.C.W.
6 Hyde Road • Farmington, Connecticut 06032-2802 • Tel. 860-677-9333

Outside Local Dialing Area 1-800-842-2215
www.ufcw919.org

L O C A L 9 1 9

Over 70 Years Of Service To Its Members

MARK A. ESPINOSA
President

JAMES R. WALLACE, JR.
Secretary-Treasurer

Sunday, August 13, 2017
10:00 A.M to 5:00 P.M. - (Rain or Shine)

HIGH MEADOW
NORTH GRANBY CT  - (New Location)

Tickets limited to 500

Workers do better in Union Security States like Connecticut

October 2017

As hardworking Union members, we are being under-minded on a daily basis and threatened with being cast 
from the Middle Class into a life of squalor by the very institutions that have sworn to protect us.  This is not a 
partisan political statement.  The Middle Class has not done especially well under either political party in recent 
times.  History has taught us that Unions, and not Government, have brought us from poverty into the 
Middle Class over the course of the last 80 years.

Presently, there is a case argued and pending decision before the United State Supreme Court entitled, “Janus 
v. AFSCME”. This case will determine if public sector workers can choose not to pay Union dues and, yet, 
receive all the benefits and conditions of the Union workers.  With the appointment of the newest Supreme 
Court Justice, public sector Labor is expected to be dealt a substantial blow, which will reduce its membership 
by millions and decimate Municipal and State contracts.

Our next battle will come over Federal Right-to-Work Legislation, which will produce the same result for 
private sector Unions, which is being sought in the public sector.  Again, members could stop paying dues 
and still get the same benefits and conditions as Union members.  There is a Bill to achieve this result before 
Congress.  Without funds to operate, your Union will cease to exist and, over a short period of time, you will 
only be guaranteed the meager entitlements which the Government grants.

To help clarify the issue we would give an example as to how Rights-to-Work would devastate our industry if 
applied to our Employers.  If a Supermarket had two checkout lines, with line 1 being for people who wish to 
pay for their groceries and line 2 for people who did not wish to pay for their groceries; query, how long would 
that Supermarket remain in business? The same holds true for your Union where people do not fully understand 
the dignity and quality of life that the Union brings and choose not to pay dues.

If Unions are affected by the destructive decisions of Congress and the Supreme Court, the new workplace will 
mirror the Sweat Shop of the early 1900s.  Wages will fall, Health Benefits will terminate, Pensions will cease 
and the Middle Class will collapse.  The conclusion is not drama, it’s the reality we face and must prevent. This 
conclusion is not drama, it’s the reality we face and must prevent.

Please be outspoken and militant in opposing Right-to-Work with your elected State and Federal politicians.  
Remember first and foremost, Unions created the backbone of the Middle Class in America and their continued 
existence is essential to preserve the Middle Class.

“STAY INFORMED” – “STAY UNION STRONG”

WILL CONGRESS AND THE SUPREME COURT 
DESTROY THE MIDDLE CLASS?

June 2018



 
 
 
 

Stay connected with your Union! 
Download the new Local 919 app today!! 

Here’s how…. 
 

Scan this QR code with a     Download the app from 
smart phone, it will bring               OR  our website: 
you to your app store.    www.ufcw919.org 

 
Available at Apple Store and Google Play Store 
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REGIONAL MEETINGS

Monday, April 9, 2018

HOLIDAY INN NORWICH
10 Laura Blvd

Norwich, CT 06360
7:00 P.M.

Monday, October 15, 2018

CLARION HOTEL & SUITES
2266 Whitney Ave.
Hamden, CT 06518

7:00 P.M.

ATTENTION
Union Members

ATTENTION
Union Members

1.Address     2.Beneficiary    3.Marital Status

YOUR  UNION 
IS JUST 

A 
PHONE CALL AWAY

HOLIDAY
GREETINGS

Your Local Union can only Serve a member 
when we are kept informed of essential in-
formation. Your failure to keep us informed 
prevents us from providing you with benefits 
and services to which you are entitled.
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Union Members

1.Address     2.Beneficiary    3.Marital Status

YOUR  UNION
IS JUST

A
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HOLIDAY
GREETINGS

Your Local Union can only Serve a member 
when we are kept informed of essential in-
formation. Your failure to keep us informed 
prevents us from providing you with benefits 
and services to which you are entitled.

ATTENTION 
Union Members

UFCW
LOCAL 919
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

DOUBLE TREE 
by Hilton

42 Century Dr., 
�������� �� �����
7:00 P.M.

MEETING NOTICE

Monday, March 27, 2017 
Monday, June 26, 2017

JULY & AUGUST  - NO MEETINGS
Monday, September 25, 2017 
Monday, December 18, 2017

HAMPTON INN
ENFIELD, CT
7:00 PM

Wednesday, April 24, 2013

COURTYARD MARRIOTT
ORANGE, CT
7:00 PM

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

REGIONAL MEETINGS

All Regional Meetings
are at 7:00 p.m.

UFCWLOCAL 919
Notice of Nominations of Officers

, July , 201

Nominations will be held from:
10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.
5:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

OFFICERS TO BE NOMINATED:
PRESIDENT

SECRETARY-TREASURER
RECORDER

6 Vice President - each numerically designated for
nomination and election purposes.

(Vice President No. 1, Vice President No. 2 etc.)

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR NOMINEES
Must be active member of �ocal 919 who had either,
• Continuous active membership in Local 919 since

July 2015.
• Continuous active membership in UFCW since

July 2014. 

ATTENTION
Union Members

Monday, March 26, 2018
Monday, June 25, 2018

JULY & AUGUST - NO MEETINGS
Monday, September 24, 2018
Monday, December 17, 2018

Over 70 Years of Services To Its Members and The Community
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One of our core beliefs at the UFCW is that no 
one should have to struggle alone.  That core 
belief helped Local 919 achieve significant 
organizing victories last year, and we have 
more opportunities to bring more hard-
working women and men into our union 
family this year.

The simple fact is this: Everyone knows 
someone who is toiling away in a job with 
low wages, little to no benefits, and erratic 
schedules that makes it impossible to take 
care of life’s demands, such as caring for a 
child or family member, taking a second job 
to earn more money, or going back to school.  
This year, let’s make a pledge to reach out 
to friends, neighbors, customers and even 
vendors who service our stores, and spread 
the word about the value of belonging to our 
union family.

Let’s make an effort to let workers who may 
not have a collective voice in their workplace 
know that union members are more likely to 
have jobs with higher wages than nonunion 
workers.  Let’s talk about our union contracts 
and the benefits union jobs provide, including 
health insurance, paid vacation, retirement 
security, holiday and sick leave, fair 

scheduling, and overtime protection.  On top 
of a strong union contract, let’s make an effort 
to let people know that members of Local 
919, along with their families, have exclusive 
access to the UFCW Free College Benefit, as 
well as discounts that can save families up 
to $3,000 this year along.  In a nutshell, let’s 
spread the word that UFCW membership 
brings people truly great value.

Finally, let’s commit to taking this a step 
further by putting those who are interested 
in learning more about our union family in 
touch with one of our organizers at Local 919.  
By taking that extra step, we can help workers 
attain the better lives they have earned and 
deserve and strengthen the communities that 
we call home.

Members of Local 919 know that adding 
more members to our union leads to stronger 
contracts.  In unity, there is strength, and 
increased worker power leads to higher 
workplace standards for all workers – both 
union and nonunion.

Thank you for being part of our union family.  
With your help, we can make Local 919 better 
and stronger this year and in the years ahead.

The Importance of Spreading the Word 
About Our Union Family

One of our core beliefs at the UFCW is that no one should 
have to struggle alone. That core belief helped Local 919 
achieve significant organizing victories last year, and we 
have more opportunities to bring more hard-working wom-
en and men into our union family this year. 

The simple fact is this: Everyone knows someone who is 
toiling away in a job with low wages, little to no benefits, 

Guest editorial by Dave Young and erratic schedules that make it impossible to take care 
Director, UFCW Region 1 of life’s demands, such as caring for a child or family mem-

ber, taking a second job to earn more money, or going back 
to school. This year, let’s make a pledge to reach out to friends, neighbors, customers 
and even vendors who service our stores, and spread the word about the value of be-
longing to our union family.
Let’s make an effort to let workers who may not have a collective voice in their work-
place know that union members are more likely to have jobs with higher wages than 
nonunion workers. Let’s talk about our union contracts and the benefits union jobs 
provide, including health insurance, paid vacation, retirement security, holiday and sick 
leave, fair scheduling, and overtime protection. On top of a strong union contract, let’s 
make an effort to let people know that members of Local 919, along with their fam-ilies, 
have exclusive access to the UFCW Free College Benefit, as well as discounts that 
can save families up to $3,000 this year alone. In a nutshell, let’s spread the word that 
UFCW membership brings people truly great value. 

Finally, let’s commit to taking this a step further by putting those who are interested in 
learning more about our union family in touch with one of our organizers at Local 919. 
By taking that extra step, we can help workers attain the better lives they have earned 
and deserve and strengthen the communities that we call home. 

Members of Local 919 know that adding more members to our union leads to stronger 
contracts. In unity, there is strength, and increased worker power leads to higher work-
place standards for all workers—both union and nonunion. 
Thank you for being part of our union family. With your help, we can make Local 1445 
better and stronger this year and in the years ahead. 

The Importance 
of Spreading the 
Word About Our 
Union FamilyDave Young

Regional Director



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
May	16,	2018	
	
TO	ALL	UFCW	LOCAL	919	MEMBERS	
	
Dear	Sisters	and	Brothers:	
	

Re:	Per	Capita	Increase	
	
	 At	the	recent	2018	Eighth	Regular	Convention	of	the	UFCW	International	Union,	the	delegates	
voted	to	amend	Article	18	(A)3	of	the	International	Constitution,	which	sets	forth	per	capita	to	the	
International	Union.		Our	delegates	considered	the	need	for	a	strong	and	effective	Union	that	has	the	
resources	to	organize	and	grow,	to	bargain	better	wages	and	working	conditions	for	our	members	and	
to	fight	for	the	dignity	and	equality	for	all	workers.	
	
	 The	financial	health	of	the	International	Union	is	critical	in	fulfilling	our	core	mission	of	
organizing	and	negotiating	better	contracts	for	our	members.		Accordingly,	the	delegates	at	the	
Convention	adopted	a	per	capita	increase,	which	becomes	effective	July	1,	2018,	and	will	be	reflected	on	
the	invoices	being	sent	to	local	unions	on	or	about	July	10,	2018.	
	
	 In	conjunction	with	this	per	capita	increase,	Article	38(A)3	of	the	International	Constitution	
provides	for	a	simultaneous	automatic	increase	in	local	union	dues	of	$0.46	cents	per	week	per	
member.		No	further	Local	Union	membership	approval	is	required	to	implement	this	dues	increase.		
	
	 Although	this	Local	Union	is	never	thrilled	to	pass	on	ANY	increases	to	our	membership,	it	
should	be	noted	that	this	is	the	first	increase	since	October	1,	2013.		As	stated	above;	the	financial	
health	of	the	International	Union	is	critical.		In	addition,	your	Local	Union’s	financial	health	is	vital	
particularly	as	we	approach	another	bargaining	period	with	your	Employer,	Stop	&	Shop.		
	
For	the	honor	and	privilege	of	serving	you,	I	am	
Sincerely	and	fraternally,	
	
	
Mark	A.	Espinosa	
President	

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
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